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chists were after all lovers of their country. They were sick unto
death of the unmanliness with which not long ago we submitted
to every wrong and insult. They were tired of the "policy of mendi-
cancy33. But the fiercest anarchist's breast must swell with pride
when he sees round him the wonderful manifestation of unexam-
pled courage that is being shown by men and women, young and
old. "Mendicancy" has given place to dignified self-assertion and
civil defiance of authority that has entrenched itself behind arro-
gant repression. No other method could possibly hasten the coun-
try's progress by an inch or a second. We want more, not less,
of the spirit of non-violence to enable us to finish the struggle.
And I am sure that if there is still any one with a belief in the
necessity of violence for India's salvation, he cannot but be deeply
stirred by the quiet courage Bengal is exhibiting today.
AN EMBARRASSING RELEASE
Babu Bhagwandas has been suddenly and unconditionally
released long before his time. He has my sincere sympathies. I
was hoping to inform the public that Babu Bhagwandas was
making literary researches and was quite happy in his solitude.
Naturally he feels the discrimination made ostensibly in his favour
but really against him. As he says in a public letter, if he deserv-
ed to be discharged, many others did likewise. Of those arrested
in Banaras, he was certainly the arch offender. He drafted the
notice about hartal, he had it printed, he instigated Prof. Kripa-
lani to hawk the notices. Why should the author of all this mis-
chief be discharged before his time? Thus cogently argues Babu
Bhagwandas. But I doubt not that he will have many opportunities
of courting the attention of the authorities. If the forcible dis-
persals of public meetings in Bengal, Punjab and elsewhere be an
index of the mind of the authorities, we have to go through much
greater heat than we have as yet done. The treatment we are
receiving is after the Turkish bath style* In order to make it bear-
able the Government are taking us through a graduated series
of heated chambers.
THE POLICE CONFERENCE
The address delivered by Babu Purna Chandra Biswas,
Deputy Superintendent of Police, as President of the All-India
Police Conference held some time back in Calcutta, has not drawn
the same amount of public attention as its importance deserves.
Purna Babu has lucidly stated the whole case for the police. There
is no doubt about the unpopularity of the police in India, and the
present outrageous acts of repression have probably added to it.